	Action Alert:
Advocates for 

New Jersey History


	Keep New Jersey’s Archives and Records Management Program United


The Issue:  The proposed FY2013 state budget released by Governor Chris Christie calls for splitting the State Division of Archives and Records Management (DARM), transferring its records management program to the Department of the Treasury and leaving the State Archives behind in the Department of State. This proposal would sever a function of government that was integrated nearly a century ago, at the urging of New Jersey’s history community, to ensure public records preservation and improved government accountability. Separating these integrated and interdependent functions will seriously hamper the effective management of records and archives for State and local government, and put New Jersey’s documentary heritage at risk.

The Advocates support the administration’s effort to find cost-efficiencies in government, and to better manage the State’s electronic records, the latter being a second goal of the proposed move. However, we believe that separating the State Archives from the other functions now in DARM would jeopardize the administration of public records and their analysis and future preservation for use in historical research. We further believe that the proposed separation would lessen the State Archives’ ability to participate in statewide collaborations which benefit from this agency’s current technological and administrative capabilities.

The Advocates strongly support the move of records functions to the Department of the Treasury, but urge that the Archives be administratively assigned to Treasury as well. As the state’s general services administration and, increasingly, its information technology hub, the Department of the Treasury should be able to address the management of electronic archives better than the Department of State, and provide the needed human and technical resources. That said, we do urge the administration to keep the State’s archives and records management programs integrated for the sake of New Jersey’s future documentary heritage.
The Advocates have identified several, key, related issues that will be of direct concern to our individual and organizational members. We encourage you to join us in supporting the administration’s proactive search for ways to better manage electronic records, and help us to help them understand the important inter-dependence and inter-relationship of the State’s archival and records management functions.

Action to take:  BY APRIL 5, 2012, call, write, fax, or e-mail Gov. Christie, State Treasurer Andrew Sidamon-Eristoff, the Senate and Assembly committee chairs for Appropriations/Budget and for State Government, and your district legislators.
What will the proposed dismantlement of the Division of Archives and Records Management (DARM) mean to New Jersey researchers and historical organizations?

· Disconnecting the State Archives from the Records Storage Center may necessitate a moratorium on large acquisitions of additional records by the State Archives. This is because the State Archives’ facility at 225 West State Street is full to capacity and in order to take in more records, lower-reference material must be shifted to the Records Center.

· Similarly, the acquisition of permanent microfilm by the State Archives (e.g., additional probate and court records) may also have to be put on hold if the State Archives becomes administratively disconnected from the microfilm vault at the Records Storage Center.

· The State Archives’ ability to compete for federal funding of large-scale digitization, indexing and processing projects will be reduced if the State Archives cannot depend on Imaging Services and use of the Records Storage Center for adjunct processing space.

· The State Archives’ ability to make advances in the conversion of microfilm to digital images (for in-house and website use), and new scanning, will be greatly limited if the Archives is disconnected from the State’s large-scale scanning and digital conversion operations.
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· The State Archives collaborates, partners and professionally supports many other cultural institutions in New Jersey and nationally and their activities, grant proposals, exhibitions and public programs. In many instances, this is made possible or enhanced by technological and administrative support from DARM’s other programs. A disconnect of the State Archives from those functions would lessen the Archives’ ability to commit its resources to these collaborate efforts.

· The direct role of archivists in the development of retention and public access policy will be compromised by administrative separation of the State’s archival and records management functions. Archivists and records analysts work together to develop policy and priorities, ultimately resulting in the preservation and availability of historical records to the public. Separating these functions will threaten the preservation of New Jersey’s public documentary heritage.

Whom to contact:  Call, write, fax, or e-mail the following individuals and your district legislators urging them to transfer the State’s Archives and Records Management programs to the Department of the Treasury as one agency.   Stress the points cited above. 
	Governor:  Hon. Chris Christie, Office of the Governor, P.O. Box 001, Trenton, NJ 08625-0001
	Tel. (609) 292-6000

	
	Fax (609) 292-3454

	
	E-mail Chris.Christie@gov.state.nj.us


	Treasurer:  Hon. Andrew Sidamon-Eristoff, Office of the Treasurer, P.O. Box 002, Trenton, NJ 08625-0002
	Tel. (609) 292-6748

	
	Fax (609) 292-6145

	
	E-mail Andrew.Eristoff@treas.state.nj.us


	Senate Budget and Appropriations: Hon. Paul A. Sarlo, Chair,

496 Columbia Boulevard, 1st floor, 

Wood-Ridge, NJ 07075
	Tel. (201) 804-8118

	
	Fax (201) 804-8644

	
	E-mail Sensarlo@njleg.org 


	Assembly Appropriations:  

Hon. John J. Burzichelli, Chair, 

935 Kings Highway, Suite 400, 

West Deptford, NJ 08086
	Tel. (856) 251-9801

	
	Fax (856) 251-9752

	
	E-mail Asmburzichelli@njleg.org 


	Assembly Budget:  

Hon. Vincent Prieto, Chair, 

1249 Paterson Plank Road, 

Secaucus, NJ 07094
	Tel. (201) 770-1303

	
	Fax (201) 770-1326

	
	E-mail Asmprieto@njleg.org 


	Senate State Government:  

Hon. Jim Whelan, Chair, 

511 Tilton Road, Northfield, NJ 08225
	Tel. (609) 383-1388

	
	Fax (609) 383-1497

	
	E-mail Senwhelan@njleg.org 


	Assembly State Government:  

Hon. Linda Stender, Chair,

1801 East Second Street, 2nd floor, Scotch Plains, NJ 07076
	Tel. (609) 383-1388

	
	Fax (609) 383-1497

	
	E-mail Aswstender@njleg.org 


	Your District Senator and Assembly Members:  Contact information for your district’s State legislators can be found at: http://www.njleg.state.nj.us/members/legsearch.asp


